Chromosomal assignment of the human SA gene to 16p13.11 and demonstration of its expression in the kidney.
The SA gene is a novel gene of yet unknown function recently implicated in blood pressure regulation in rodent models of genetic hypertension. In this study we have located the human homologue of the SA gene to chromosome 16p13.11, by a combination of fluorescence in-situ hybridization and analysis of somatic cell hybrids carrying different segments of chromosome 16. This should facilitate investigation of its role in the genetic tendency to hypertension in humans. Increased expression of the gene in the kidney may be the mechanism through which some allelic variants of the gene raise blood pressure in rodent models. In this study we also demonstrate that the SA gene is expressed in human kidneys.